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Proposal Name Toward a Just Peace in Israel/Palestine 

Recipient General Council 42 

Originating Body Faithful Public Witness Cluster, Comox-Nanaimo Presbytery 

Proposed Action That the 42nd General Council: 

direct the General Secretary, General Council to:  

expand the current strategies and actions approved at the 41st General Council to 
address the illegal occupation of Palestinian territories by the state of Israel by also  

1. initiating and developing a program of education and advocacy related to 
divestment from and economic sanctions against all corporations and institutions 
complicit in or benefitting from the illegal occupation. This would include education 
about “nostalgia” tourism which bolsters the oppression of Palestinians; and  

2. encouraging all courts, bodies and members of The United Church of Canada to 
apply such divestment strategies and sanctions, until such time as the occupation of 
the Palestinian territories ends. 

Background "A Moment of Truth: Kairos Palestine" issued in December 2009 by Christians in 
Palestine calls upon Christian Churches around the world "to stand alongside the 
oppressed and to preserve the word of God as good news for all.… not to offer a 
theological cover-up for the injustices we suffer, for the sin of the occupation imposed 
upon us.…We call on you to say a word of truth and to take a position of truth with 
regard to Israel's occupation of Palestinian land. As we have already said, we see boycott 
and divestment as tools of non-violence for justice, peace and security for all" (A 
Moment of Truth: Kairos Palestine: Section 6).  

Bishop Desmond Tutu has stated that “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you 
have chosen the side of the oppressor.” 

The report of the Working Group on Israel/Palestine policy and subsequent motion 
passed at the 41st General Council approved a number of strategies and actions by the 
United Church aimed at ending the occupation (numbered 1-11 in General Council 
Proposal GS3), including a boycott of products produced by Israeli companies and groups 
in the occupied territory (actually worded “products produced in the settlements”). 

Recent visits to the occupied territory have shown that the rate of illegal settlement, 
demolition of Palestinian homes and farms, confiscation of land, restriction on 
Palestinians’ movements, diversion and confiscation of water resources, and other illegal 
actions has not decreased since the general Council last met in 2012. For example, there 
are now approximately 600,000 Israeli settlers in the occupied territory. In 2014 alone, 
according to UN figures, over 1,177 additional Palestinians were made homeless by 
demolitions in the West Bank, half of them children. Many of these demolitions have 
taken place in the winter. Approximately 100,000 Palestinians are still homeless after the 
2014 attack on Gaza. 

 Many basic rights continue to be denied to Palestinians under occupation. Hundreds of 
children, some as young as five years old have been arrested, detained and interrogated 



 

 

without parental accompaniment. Many have been incarcerated. “Administrative” 
detentions of adults often result in incarceration for months or years without charge or 
legal process.   

Many non-Jewish Israeli citizens such as the Bedouin and Palestinian Christians are also 
being denied rights, services and privileges afforded to Jewish citizens. Legislation being 
introduced in the Israeli Parliament (Knesset) seeks to further entrench these injustices 
in law. 

The continued expansion of Jewish roads and settlements and takeover of Palestinian 
lands and resources now threaten the possibility of a two-state solution. A one-state 
solution is problematical for the aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians. Decisive 
and effective action is urgently needed. 

Implications Financial: None 

Staffing: No change in staff numbers. Staff would work from this new policy basis. 

Volunteers: The United Network for Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel would 
support the above policy change. 
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Comments: None 




